Orna Ben-Shoshan

Unlike nobody else
(By Dr. Dorel Schor)

Who is Orna Ben-Shoshan?

A few Years ago, one of my daughters
“discovered” her in a gallery located in Zikhron
Yaakov. My daughter liked the playful humor,
pleasant atmosphere and original vision that
were reflected from several paintings carrying
her signature.

I had to admit my lack of initial knowledge about
her, but thereafter, | curiously followed her
development in any way possible: through
catalogs, internet and auctions, where she
occasionally appeared.

The lexicon of fantastic art has recently been
published in Vienna. It denotes visual artists
from all over the world, whose creation reflects
the same unconventional vision. Naturally, only
4 — 5 artists of each country are represented in
the book, those who are considered excellent.

And here is the surprise: alongside some
“heavy” familiar names in the Israeli Surrealistic
art scene (Back, Elron, Sand, Brower), who are
already world famous, you find Orna Ben-
Shoshan. .. This is rightful, because she brings a
new spirit with her, in a territory that shows a
rampant tendency to repeat the same topics.
Orna manages to surprise us over and over
again... through humor, metaphor, intelligent
hints, authenticity and culture. She sometimes
sends us into stories of medieval ages, the Bible
or the Kabbalah, into the great history or the
small myths and folk stories.

It is important to point out: her works do not
resemble any other artist's creations. She
frequently comes up with fresh ideas in her own

world which she interprets with savory. Like
Bosch or Brueghel, she gives her own
interpretation to existence. Like Botero, who
invented the fattish good hearted person — Orna
invents her own figures. These are portrayed as
jesters — acrobats on the stage of the universe,
very self content and pleased with their worlds.
They may rather look a bit witless, but certainly
un-harmful, unconscious, and therefore lacking
responsibility.

Every viewer will find himself contemplative in
front of the canvases, forced to think...
“Fascinating vision”!  will be the humblest
compliment.

Some of her art lovers have said that the artist’s
paintings open a window into alternate realms,
and some people revealed a surprising
interpretation to existence in them. Her
metaphysical works are deeply rooted in her
spiritual experience and delicate healthy humor.
The warm imagination, choice of figures and
colors are apparently some of Orna's kept
secrets.

Her artwork is visionary, sometimes dreamy,
celestial, and in other cases has philosophical
extensions, always based upon spirituality,
intuition and capability.

This is a partial explanation of why so many
European, American and Israeli galleries have
shown interest in her work. However,
undoubtedly, Orna Ben-Shoshan of Raanana
has many more surprises in store.
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